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Synopsis

A pioneering book that explores the unknown landscape of human consciousness induced by LSD
and other psychedelics a ¢ Shows the relationship between shamanism, near death experiences,
and other mystical and altered states with those induced by psychedelics a ¢ Lays the conceptual
foundation for the creation of important new therapies in psychiatry and psychology Stanislav
Grofa ™s first 17 years of research into nonordinary states of consciousness induced by LSD and
other psychedelics led to a revolutionary understanding of the human psyche. His research was the
impetus behind a vastly expanded cartography of the unconscious, including two new realms still
unacknowledged by official academic circles--the perinatal domain, which holds memories of the
various stages of birth, and the transpersonal domain, which mediates experiential identification with
other species and mythic figures, visits to archetypal realms, access to past life memories, and
union with the cosmic creative principle. The research presented in this book provides a map of the
psyche that is essential for understanding such phenomena as shamanism and near death
experiences as well as other nonordinary states of consciousness. This map has led to the
development of important new therapies in psychiatry and psychology for treating mental conditions
often seen as disease and therefore suppressed by medication. It also provides a new threshold to

understanding and entering the numinous realm of spirit.
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Customer Reviews

Dr. Grof’'s work is essential reading for medical clinicians, artists, psychologists and the lay public.

Currently, in the U.S. psychiatric practitioners cannot employ psychotropic agents to efficaciously



treat their compromised patients. Dr. Grof’s breakthrough research work in the 1970’s provides
veracity to this kind of prophylaxis as a quintessential strategy for enhancing the perturbed modern
human psyche. Furthermore, the majority of psychiatrists in the U.S. are no longer therapeutically
treating personality disorders with comprehensive medicinal strategies. Patients are given SSRls,
SSNRIs or anti-psychotics in most cases for Axis Il morbidities. Dr. Grof’s efforts should be lauded
and highly commended in the scientific and medical community. His clinical research is courageous
and luminous to anyone who is conscious of the body’s meta-physiology and higher energy
dynamics. This field of research is as important to the human animal as molecular scientific inquiry
into the etiology of neoplasias. Furthermore, this text would be inspiring to anyone who has not yet
felt the body’s numinous essence. Pathogenic materialism is certainly not the way to unleash the
etheric impassionment of the human psyche. Dr. Grof’s book "LSD: Doorway to the Numinous" and
Dr. Rick Strassmans’ Books "The DMT Molecule" and "The Inner Paths to Outerspace" all published
by Inner Tradition, would certainly benefit the harrowing consciousness of all homosapiens.
Mescaline, psilocybin, ayahuasca and LSD are exquisite protocols in the words of Dr. Grof to
ameliorate perturbations of personality and psyche. However, the U.S. government has mandated

that board certified psychiatrists cannot utilize these agents in a clinical medical setting. Dr.
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